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Photoby Capt. Ed Bush
An M1 tank rollsinto position and prepares for battle during the Mission Rehearsal Exercise at Fort Hood this summer.

touisiana Tigers head to Fort Hood

Soldiers perform Mission Rehearsal Exercise to prepare for NTC

By Capt. Ed Bush
Deputy Public Affair sOfficer

Army regulations direct that each heavy enhanced separate
brigadewill execute a brigade combat team rotation every eight years.

To many, thismay be seen asan obstacle— an insurmountable
task looming on the horizon. Tothe membersof the 256" Infantry
Brigade, however, it'sachanceto flex their musclesand show what they
can do.

The 256" will rotatethrough theNational Training Center,
located at Fort Irwin, Calif., in 2001. In preparation for that rotation, the
full deployment to Fort Hood was the chance for the brigadeto “train as
they fight,” and conduct aMission Rehearsal Exercise. Bottom line—
Fort Hood isall about getting ready for NTC.

Coal. John Baslica, commander of the 256" Infantry Brigade,
said, “ NTCisseriousbusiness. Itisthe culmination of all that wedoin
theBrioadeand wearehere(at Fort Hood) to replicatethe NTC rotation

and tovalidate our teamsand Tactical Standard Operating Procedures.”

Whileat Fort Hood, the Brigadefollowed a“fictional” scenario
involving Krasnovian Forces(the Opposing Forceor OPFOR). The
overall missonread”...tointegrateintothe 52nd Infantry Division and
conduct designated training to deter Krasnovian aggression. ...” Over
the course of the two-week period, the mission would take on many
forms

For example, for several days, Brigade d ementswent through
tactical lanestraining, reacting to enemy contact, breaching obstacles,
assaulting objectives, and moreinfantry stuff. Standing atop Hill 309,
Basilicawatched hissoldiersin action.

“I’mproud of them,” hesaid. “Thisisjust flat hard work. Even
thesmplest thingsaredifficult. They’ redoing agreat job.”

TheBrigadewould al so rotate d ementsthrough Military
Operationsin Urban Terrain training. Using amock town setting, soldiers

See MRE on Paae 3
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Continued from Page 2

becomefamiliar with conducting amilitary
operation in an urban area, with civilian
populace present.

Thistypeof training isextremely
valuablein light of U.S. National Guard
involvement in Peacekeeping missions.

As the scenario evolved, and the
Krasnovians moved, so did the Brigade. The
Brigade executed a“ Jump” several times,
which entailsliterally packing everything up,
moving and then re-establishing command.

Asyou can imagine, this cat and
mouse game is no easy task but on the
battlefield, mobility iseverything.

On July 12, the Brigade executed a
deliberate attack against the Krasnovians.

From a hilltop vantage point, one
could seethedust trailsof the 1/156™ Armor
Battalion, led by Lt. Col. Ron Johnson, as
they moved to flank the opposing force.

Bradley fighting Vehiclessowly
emerged as the sounds of the battle esca-
lated.

Who was the winner of that battle?
That depends on who you ask. Nonetheless,
it wasall summed up by an unidentified voice
overhead on the 256" Tiger radio frequency
that said, “ Man, that was hooah!”

OPFOR tanks
react
to Brigade
elements
during battle | I
at the
Mission
Rehearsal
Exercise
at Fort Hood.

Photos by Capt. Ed Bush

Above: Command Sgt. Maj. John Morrow observes and
over sees the battle during the Mission Rehearsal Exercise.

At Left: A tank can be seen maneuvering through the dusty
trails at Fort Hood this summer.

Retired Maj. Gen. Ansel M. Srroud, the
former adjutant general of the Guard, visits
the 256th Brioade at Fort Hood.
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Days of Fort Hood

A 256th
Brigade
Armored
Personnel
Carrier
prepares
to advance.

SeeFORTHOOD
onPage5

A 256"
Brigade
Armored
Personnel
Carrier
takes
position.

the battle.

Col. Seven Dabadie, chief of saff, and Lt. Col. George
Gouzv overseeaBricade” Junp.”
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Fort Hood

Continued from Page4

Lt. Col. Ron Johnson discusses tank placement with Maj.
Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau and Col. John Basilica.

Above:
Members of the 1/156™ Armor
Battalion assume defensive
positions.

At Left:
OPFOR Commander tracks
the battle while Col. Dabadie
looks on.

See FORT HOOD on Page6

Maj. Gen. Landrenau and retired Maj. Gen.
Sroud watch the Brigade in action.

Maj. Gen.

Landreneau
and

Col. Basllica

survey the

MOUT site.
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Fort Hood

Continued from Page5

Chaplain delivers some candy to members of the
| 1088" Engineer Battalion at Fort Hood.

At left:
Members
of the 1088"
Engineer
Battalion plot
their next move.

Atright:
Members of the 1088™"
Engineer Battalion
maintain their
Weapons.



The Louisiana Citizen Soldier

Guard forms Pelican State Task Force
Soldiers band together to ensure MRE Is a success

By Capt. Ed Bush
Deputy Public Affair sOfficer

TheNational Training Center, located at Fort Irwin, Calif., has
been called the” Test of @l Tests.” If thisistrue, then themission
rehearsal exercise conducted at Fort Hood, Texas, was a massive sudy
group session for the tedt.

TheLouisanaGuard rarely getsan opportunity totrain en-
masse, and they aremaking themost of it.

The Fort Hood exercise demanded the ability of the Guard to
coordinateand work together on aTask Forceleve, something relatively
new to many Guardsmen.

Theenormity of thelogistical effort and support mechanisms
involved in such a deployment tapped into the resources of nearly every
MACOM and Directoratewithin the Guard.

“Fort Hood and the formation of the Pelican State Task Force
hasbeen agreat experience,” Cal. LIoyd Lacoste, member of the Task
Force G4 section, said.

“The gtaff has always worked together well but thisis different,
we reall heretogether in closeproximity,” Lacostesaid.

“Our coordinated efforts, daily briefings, and the support we

k

Col. Pugh and members of the G1 staff update Maj. Gen. Bennett C.
Landreneau.

Soldiers like this
one worked hard
fromthe dining
facility to
transporting
equipment to
make the Pelican
Sate Task Force
S0 successful.

Nl Sy | T e
Sgt. Atkins and Spec. McCauley of the Headquarters serve breakfast.

providefor our unitshasreally built up ateam camaraderiethat will pay
dividends at NTC and beyond.”

Simply put, themission of the Pelican State Task Forceisto
fully support the efforts of the Brigade Combat Team.

Thisisnosmall undertaking. For example, the61% Troop
Command had respons bility for transporting equi pment to and from Fort
Hood.

When thedust settled, (and the membersof the 415" Military
Intelligence Battalion caught their breath), 162 railcarshad been un-
loaded. Additionally, 22 military convoys consisting of 621 vehicleswere
safely bought into Fort Hood. The numbers are staggering.

Regarding personnd, nearly 4,000 Louis anaGuardsmen wereat
Fort Hood. For Capt. Reginald Darby, Task Force Headquarters
commandandt, that meant alot of hungry troops!

“My job hereisto take care of soldiersand abig part of that
meansfeeding them,” hesaid. “We rerunning agresat dining facility here
and I’'m proud of these soldiers. | gotta’ tell you though, we cook alaot of
food!”

For membersof Col. John Pugh’sG1 section, 4,000 Guardsmen
on the ground meant (among other things) some pretty intense strength
accounting and awholel ot of tracking “who'scoming and who'sgoing.”

“Asfar as deployments go, thisisthelargest undertaking for
theLouisanaNational Guard snceDesert Storm,” CW4 Lowel | Bradford,
member of theG1 section, said.

“Thisisalsothefirst time STARC deployed asan e ement.
Everyone hereroseto the occasion and hasreally performed,” Bradford
said.

Itisimpossibleto mention all of thedifferent sectionswho
contributed to the success of the Pdican State Task Force, there arejust
too many people.

From maintenanceto medical, from communi cationsto com-
mand and contral, the exercise wasthe epitome of teamwork.

Itisthisteamwork that will carry the Guard to NTC and then
safdlvhomeagain.
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Intelligence Battalion aids in Fort Hood mission

By Sgt. CarlosSanchez
As.PAO

The415"Military IntdligenceBattalion,
which spedidizesbothin Intdligenceand
Counterintdligencewasready for anew challenge
thissummer, having finished Operation Southern
Knight 2000earlier intheyeer.

Inthismission, the415"MI wasfortunate
towork aongsdesddiersfromthe 1087" Engineer
Batdion, the3673¢, 276" Military Pdicefrom

Waeghington, D.C., andthe 1116" Trangportation
Co.fronNewMexico.

At Fort Hood, the misson wasto move
equipment fromtheDrift yard totheRailyardvia
25-mileconvoy. Oncetheretheequipment arrived
at theRailyard it had tobeloaded untotherail cars
and chai rr]1ed dﬁwn o theun ”

Through cooperétion, the unitswere ableto
moveover 500 f)ieosof eguipment that ind uded
M1tanks Bradleyfighting vehides Hummers,
Bulldozersand Scrapers.

Mogt of thework donethisAT wasnew
and foreign to most of the soldiers. Not many had
any working knowiedge of how to moveand
resrainvehidesuntoarail car. Withtheassstance
of the1116" Trangportation Co. many of the
soldiersnow congder themsdves experts

According to Saff Sgt. Nathan Smith,

Readiness non-commissoned officer of Co. B, the
down and dirty story isthe 415" accomplished the
misson of loadingrail carsinlesstimethanwas
expectedin extremeheat conditions.

Guard?’ Fighter Wing deploys to Saudi Arabia

 The159"Hghter Wingisdeployingto
Saudi Arabiafor Operation Southern Watch as
part of the Air Expeditionary Foroes Approxi-
mately 250 Louiganamemberswill deployto
enforcethe no-fly and no-drive zonesbeow the
339pardld intosouthernIrag-- aUnited Nations
sandlonm in body of thisdepl t left
emain isdeploymen
New OrleansOct. 10; however nmygun;rdsnm
weredreedy in country, having deployed aspart
of an advanced party. i
_ Aspart of theAEF, the 159" istasked
thh.(:jq)lg,{l ng someaf theunit'sF-15fighter jets
Additiond jetswill deploy from ather F-15 unitsin
theAir Guard. Thisiswhat'sreferredtoasa
ranbow concept.
“Thisisthefirst timetheGuardand
Reserves have exd usively taken up the no-fly
zone enforcement. It has always been active duty
with someGuard and Reserves, Thistimeit'sall

dter theGulf War endedin 1992.

Guardand Reserves” Lt. Cd. Randy Riccardi,
project officer for thisdeployment, said.
Whilesupporting Operation Southern
Watch, theL ouisanaGuardamenwill sowork
andflywith F-16sfrom Ellington Air ForceBasein
Houston, F-16sand A-10sfrom %m hdalem,
Germany, aswel| asBritish and French forces
Each group hasitsown specificmisson.
Louigandssoldierswill takeF-15sand F-16sfrom
Ellington Air ForceBasefulfillingtheroleof air
superiority, flyingar-to-air combat missons The

F-16sfrom Germany will beused for engaging
surface-to-air missles andthe A-10swill destroy
ground targets.

) "he159"will becomepart of acomposite
wing for thisdeployment. Detachment commander
and Air Guardamen Lt. Cd. MikeJeffersonwill
report tothe363¢Air Expeditionary Wing
commander. “ Thiscompodtewing isthesandard
way we ve been operating (for thistype of

deployment),” Jefferson said. “It should be
relatively seamlessfor ustogothere.

“ Whilethethreet thereishigher than
anywhere the unit has been since we deployed to
Turkeyfor Operation Northern Watchin 1997,
we'red training, o readinessisanonissue
for us” Jfferson said. ) )

~_ Whileworkingin Saudi Arabia, the
LouisganaGuardsmenwill beconfined tothebase
for security reasons. This deployment is sched-
uledtolagt until theend of October. Exact return
dates and times have not been confirmed.

~ Other membearsandunitsfromthe
Louis EnxaAl_r Nati mga(%nu&d&avebegwqﬂmla pat-
ingin ifey ents
to _K?ddlasan%e . TheZIMEn in%érTng
Ingdlation on, the236" Combet Communi-
cations Squadron and the 259" Air TrafficControl
Squadron have dl sent su&port personnd and
resourcestoaugment AEF.

FrRoM THE EDITOR. ANNUAL TRAINING EPITOMIZES NATIONAL GUARD

_ Much of what we do in the National
Guard isbased on theannual training
mission. Short- and long-term training
calendars are largely created to support the
AT mission. .

For example, acommander will
scheduleindividual task traini ngéo support
the collective task(s) aunit will be evaluated
on during annual training. It’satrickle-down
process and more often than not, at the top of
theflowisannual training.

Just ask amember of the 256"

Infantry Brigade. Thelanestraining Brigade
memberswent through during the Fort Hood
exerciseresulted in the certification and
validation of combat teams. )
Thisby theway iscrucial to their

successat the Nati onalayrrai ning Center, next
year’'sAT mission. )

A member of the 225" Engjneer Group
would probably tell you that their annual
training resulted in alot of valuable Military
Occupational Skills(MOS) training that is
hard to come by and even harder to replicate.

It's pretty difficult to s mulatelaying block!

i And amember of the 159" Fighter
Wing would probably tell you that their AT,
patrol Iln? theno-fly zonein Saudi Arablg is
inval ugyb etraining that'salso pretty hard to
come by.

Pretty much any Guardsman you ask
would tell you that the most valuable military
“on-the-job” training they receive occurs
during AT. ) )

~ But, AT ismorethan just good
training. Annual training for theLouisiana
National Guardisour timeof maximum
visibility tothecitizensof Louisiana. For
many Louisianaresidents, the extent of their
knowledge of the National Guard iseach year,
we conduct atwo-week AT period. Conse-
quently, that is how they measure us.

) Th(a/ See our convoys on the
highway, and they see our trucks hauling dirt.
Maybe they read an article about a all
fieldthe National Guard built, or bumped into
some Guardsmen bL_JIyl ng soda at the at the
store. But all thewhile, they areforming an
opinion of the Guard. )

_ Because of therolethat AT playsin
our training and community relationship, we
at The Citizen Soldier wanted to dedicate a
special issueto Annual Training.

We weren't able to get pictures of
everyone, and we weren’t able to write a story
on everY unit, but we hope that we were at
least ableto capture the spirit of annual

traini ng. )
ongratulationsto al on asafe
summer!



The Louisiana Citizen Soldier

Photoby Dusty M. Shenofsky

The M109A6 Paladin (above) isthe latest generation of self-propelled howitzersin the Army’s artillery inventory.

Washington Artillery fields Paladin

By Dusty M. Shenofsky
SatePublic Affair sOfficer

Learning tooperate new equipment is
adwaysachallenge but for membersof the 1-141¢
FHddArtillery, magtering theinsand outsof the
latest, greatest sdf-propdled howitzer —the
M109A6 Pdadin—isachdlengethey met
eagerlythissummer a Fort Hood.

DuringtheMisson Rehearsal Exercise
at Fort Hood thissummer, soldierswith the
Washington Artillery weretasked with themission
of training on the new eguipment and supporting
the 256" Infantry Brigadewith firesupport.

“| cannot tdll you enough how proud |
am of theleadersand soldiersof thisbattaion,”
Ma. Russl “Rusty” Hooper, 1418 HddArtillery
commander, sad.

“Thereisnonebetter than the Washing-
ton Artillery. Thisisafinegroup of soldiersthat

Photo by Dusty M. Shenofsky
The M109A6 Paladin’s firepower ranges 18.6
miles.

Paladins
in action
at Fort
Hood's
Mission
Rehearsal
Exercise
this
summer.

never quiits, continuesto take the hard jobs and
continuesto execute them to sandard and
beyond,” he said.

Magtering the Paladin hasbeen abig
step for the 141, but Hooper said it hasn't dowed
themdoan.

“Thissummer wasavery different, very
intensetraining,” Hooper said.“ ThePdadinis
gae-of-theart equipment and wearevery excdited
about it. | fed by learningtomaneuver it, wehave
raised thebar andwill continuetoraisethebar. Our
bettaionisat atrainingleve ithaan'tbeenatin
years—in fadt, it'sthe best it'sever been.

“Our soldiers confidenceleve isgreat
and our executiveplanning hasimproved asa
result,” hesad.“ Allinal, everyonejust redly
enjoyed mastering our craft.”

Durinathepas vear. the 141% hasbeen

assgned 18 Pdadins, which contain automaticfire-
contral systems.

Thissystem dlowsthe Pdadin to shoot
anywhere, anytimethrough the use of acomputer
rather than manua operations

WiththeAFCS atarget’ sexact location
can be confirmed, coordinates can be punched in
andthePa adin executesadirect hit.

Itisthiscapahility, armed withthe
capahility possessed by the artillery men and
women of the 141 that Hooper fed smadedl| the
differenceat Fort Hood and will maked| the
differencea NTC.

“Artillery men nead tofed confident when
firing gunsand that'swhat wewereableto
accomplisha Hood,” hesaid. “ Nowweareredly
looking forwardtoNTC next yesr toexercisethe
eouinment and aur skillsthere”
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Paladin Precision

Photo by Dusty M. Shenofsky
Maj. Gen. Landreneau discovers exactly how precise the
Photo by Dusty M. Shenofsky Paladin’s equipment can lock in a target.
Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau speaksto the 141t at Fort Hood.

At left:
The Paladin
in action.

Atright:
The M109A6 Paladin is capable of
delivering killer munitions a maximum range
of 18.6 miles.
00006000 00
Below:
Gen. Landreneau discusses the Paladin

experience with soldiers.

Gen. Landreneau, Col. Basilica, Command Sgt. Ma;.
Morrow and others christen the Paladin.



The Louisiana Citizen Soldier

Engineers stay at home!

Soldiers with 225th perform Annual Training In Louisiana not on foreign soll

Saff report

Thissummer, 225" Engineers
covered alot of ground during Annual
Training although as opposed to years past,
ontheir hometurf.

With amost 3,000 members, the 225"
Engineer Group isthelargest singleengineer
asset in the Army Corps of Engineers.

With itsskillsand equipment,
soldiers of the 225" are able to do just about
anything.

The Groupisawell traveled bunch,
and their Annual Training projectshavetaken
them totheall cornersof theworld. This
summer though, the engineers stayed home.

“The opportunity for ustowork in
the communities and thelocal area has been
great,” Lt. Col. Ronnie Stuckey, Engineer
Group administrative officer, said. “ TheGroup
has always had strong ties with the commu-
nity.

“Not only has our annual training
strengthened our community relationship, but
it hashad a very positive effect on themorale
of the men and women of the 225" aswell,”
Stuckey said.

Theengineers of the 225" Group
completed 14 annual training projects, all
within Louisiana.

These projects were as diverse as
theengineersthemse ves, ranging from the
construction of arecreational park in
Joneshorotore-roofing abuilding at the Gillis
W. Long facility.

Some of the other AT projects
include construction of anaturetrail at New
Orleans City Park, an addition to Building 304
at Camp Beauregard, an accessroad to Caddo
Veteran Affairs Cemetery, and K-Span
buildingsat the GillisLong Center.

Capt. David Knight, officer in charge
of the Building 304 project, commented on
thisyear’sannual training,

“Thishasbeen avery rewarding AT.
Not only are we getting some good training,
but we' rehaving agood time,” Knight said.

“Thesoldiersreally appreciate
getting to stay in Louisiana,” he said. “So
much of what wedoin the National Guard
centers around the community and our
soldiersare exneriencina that first-hand.

&
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Atright:
Members
of the
769" and
205"
Engineers
work
on the
YCP
Latrine
project
at Camp
Beauregard.
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- At left:

Soec. Brett Travis,
Co. B, 205"
Engineer
Battalion, welds
at the K-Span
project site, which
took place
at the GillisW.
Long Center.

Atright: |
Nature Walk
City Park &
Project |
Officer in
Charge, 1<t

Hudson gets
the honor
of
hammering
the last
spike.
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Engineers: Essayons!

Annual Training
00 Projects:

JACKSONPARISHRECREATIONPARK,
JONESBORO,LA

CoA205thEngrBn  OIC: 1L T JHfrey Samples
CoC769thEngrBn OIC: 1L T Dirk Erickson
CoC76%hEngrBn  OIC: 2LT Josgph Murphy
CoC528th Engr Bn OIC: 2LT EricHerndon

K-SPANBUILDINGS GILLISL ONGCENTER
CoB 205thEngr Bn OIC: 2LT Patrick Bdes

ACCESSROAD,CADDOVETERANAFFAIRS

CEMENTARY,

HSC527th Engr Bn OIC: 2LT NicdeAyes
CoC528thEngrBn  OIC: CPT ChadHerndon

REROOFBUILDING 166, GILLISLONG
CENTER
CoA&C76%hEngrBn CQIC: 2LT BrianBarton

An engineer bulldozer operator takes a break during constructrion at the Jonesboro
NATURETRAIL, NEWORLEANSCITY PARK 86}&%?%”@?8&3@_ AB.CAMP

CoC205thEngr Bn QIC: 2LT CharlesMule

CoA76%thEngrBn  OIC: 1LT CharlesHudson BEAUREGARD

HSC769thEngrBn  OIC: 2LT Gardd Sherlock
HSC527thEngrBn  OIC: 1LT DesmondGrean

CONSTRUCTHELIPAD,GILLISLONG CoC528th Engr Bn OIC: 1LT JmmyWaller

CENTER
CoC527thEngr Bn NCOIC: SFC JamesReppond

ADDITIONTOBUILDING 304,CAMP

71 . ,_—# £ .

S ]
At the OEP Sab Project, 2nd Lt. Garold Sherlock gives Maj. Gen. Bennett C.
Landreneau an update.

BEAUREGARD
HSC 205th Engr Bn QOIC: CPT DavidKnight
CoC76%hEngrBn  OIC: 1LT JromeSewnart

CONSTRUCT COVEROVERYCPCOM-
PUTERLAB,CAMPBEAUREGARD
CoC528thEngrBn QIC: 1L T ImmyWadle

CONSTRUCTBASEBALL HELD,GILLIS
LONGCENTER
CoA 76%th Engr Bn OIC: CDT Sewart Gast

CONSTRUCT BLOCK BUILDINGGILLIS
LONGCENTER
CoC528thEngr Bn NCOIC: SSGRaymond Ross

CONSTRUCT YCPLATRINE,CAMP
BEAUREGARD

HSC205thEngrBn  NCOIC: SSGDavid Parker
CoC769%thEngrBn  OIC: 1LT JromeStewart

CONSTRUCTLATRINES_AB,RANGE
CENTRAL ,CAMPLIVINGSTON
CoC528thEngrBn OIC: 1LT ImmyWaller

See ESSAY ONSon Page 13
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Continued from Page 12

CONSTRUCTCMUWALL ,GILLISLONG
CENTER
CoC528thEngr Bn NCOIC: SSG Raymond Ross

' - : _
Members of Co. B, 205" Engineer Battalion e | TRAa Ywrra
work on the K-Span buildings at the Gillis Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau (center) visitswith Louisiana Engineers at the Jonesboro
W Long Center. recreation project site.
Below:

Command Sgt. Ma;.
John Morrow visits
with members
of the 528" Engineer
Battalion
at the computer lab
project site.

Above:
Members
of the 528" Engineer
Battalion construct
aroof over
the Youth Challenge
Program computer lab
at Camp Beauregard.
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Annual Kids AT held at Camp Beauregard

Program reveals to children of Guardsmen what “mom,dad”” do during drill

ByMaj.MariaLovVaso
STARCPAO

Morethan 60 children of Louisana
Guardsmen participatedinthe2000 Louisana
Nationd GuardKids AT hddthissummer at Camp
Beauregard.

Rangingin agefrom 8to 12, theboys
and girlsweretreated to such activitiesasthe
ROPES course, the SkillsEngagement Trainer, the
Combet Trainer and the ConfidenceCourse

They toured the Louisana Maneuvers
and Military Museum on pogt and took afidd trip
toEngland Air Park wherethey wereadetogoup
intotheAir TrafficContra Tower for agpectacular
360-degrecview.

Duringthefiddtrip, aLouiganaAir
Guard F15landed on thetarmacand two England
Air Park firetrucks pulled up to providetheyoung
camperswithadose-upview.

Thefiretruck demongrated itsweater-
Spraying ability driving dowly past thekidswith
cannonshladting asthe children ran to get wet in

the spray.

They dsocompetedin Drill and oA T o A e .
Ceremony competitions, with each platoon Campers made their own rockets and were able to fire them. The rockets are part of a team
capturingteem awards building exercise used at Star Base, provided by a Kids AT Volunteer and Deputy Director of

Theyoungest platoon of 8to 9 year dlds  the Sar Base Program, Cheryl Arbour.
even magtered facing movementswith such

robotic precision that an encoreperformancewas  agpect. One afternoon was spent building and Each evening culminatedinasvimat
given during thegraduation ceremony. decoratingrockets which werelater firedoff with ~ thepool, with theulterior maotiveof hdping the
But not all activitieshad amilitary much enthusasmand pride kidsdigpd any remaining energy making them

good and tired for lightsout at 10 p.m.

Onthdr lagt night a camp, someof the
boys and girls opted to degp on cots autsde
benesththe outh ChallengeProgram pavilion.

A planned degp-out a Twin Lakeswas
rained out, but the back-up plan proved just as
thrilling, even with the pesky presence of

Campers mosguitoes.

performed Oneafternoon the Enlisted Club offered
Revielle abonanzadf optionswith “foosbdl,” dartsand
and podl. But therewere dso lessonsto belearned
Retreat about team building and the dangers of substance
every day. abuse.

Thecampersand cadre had an opportu-
nity totrytoperform smpletaskswhilewearing
“drunk goggles’ illudrating how alcoha affects
vision and perception.

Thechildren had agood | augh watching
their platoon and squad leeders sumble and
fumble

SeeKIDSon Page 15
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Kids

Continued from Page 14

After nearly aweek of getting up at 5:45
am.for revelle thecamp culminatedwitha
rousing, soggy outdoor barbecue e the ACOE
pavilion. Thiswas topped off by toadting
marshmallowstomakeenormousSmores

On themorning of graduation, hundreds
of parentsand family membersgathered at the
CampBeauregard Theater. Each camper recaived a
graduation certificateand medd, andindividua
awardswerepresented for thesnvimming and drill
and ceremony competitions.

Children dsowaked awaywith camp T-
shirtsand weter bottlesas mementos.

Thethirdannua Kids AT offered
familiesabresk fromtheendlesssummer cry of
“I'm bored” and d <o offered kidsa chanceto see
what Mom and Dad dowith theNational Guard.

All of the cadrewerevolunteers
performingin such rolesasnurse, photographer,
platoon and squad leaders, operations staff,
logigtics gaff and night counsdors. Kids AT was
coordinated by theLAARNG State Family
ServicesOffice

Kids AT |

Camp-
ers
braving
the
ropes
course
during
the
program
held at
Camp
Beaurerprd
this
sUmmer.

Kids AT
Campers build
confidence and
reliability on
othersasa
team during
activities on the
confidence and
I Opes course.
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A day In the soldier3 life In Bosnia

Editor’'s note: The following article was compiled
by Magter Sgt. John Qullivan, a member of the
Louisana National Guard's 102nd Mobile
Public Affairs Detachment, currently on duty in
Bosnia and Herzegovnia and is based on the
reflectionsof the membersof that unit.

AN AMERICAN SOLDIER IN BosNia

CAMPMOoGOVERN, BiH—April 6, 2000,
that’ sthe day life changed for seven members of
theLouisanaNationa Guard. It changed
everything about the'r lives

That wastheday thesx membersaf the
LouisaraNetiod Gerd sDaachment 1, 109
MohilePublic AffairsDetachment, Sationedin
New Orleans, werecalled to activeduty for
peacekesping dutiesin Bosniaas part of the
Stahilization Forces, or SFORfor short.

SFORisaNATO- ed codlition of morethan
40 nationsthat arekesping thepeacein Bosiain
accordance with the provisons of the Dayton
Peace Accords. SomenationsliketheUnited
States France Britain, Irdand and Russahave
upplied troops while other countries such as
Japan have supplied funds and equipment to help
intherebuilding process

From 1992-1995, thispart of what had been
Yugodaviawastorn gpart by acivil war that | eft
thousands dead and remains a bitter legacy that
continues today.

At basssacrossBosnia, U.S. and codlition
forces conduct day and night patrols through
dtieswith such strange sounding names as Brcko,
Gradacac, Modrica, Srebrenik, Orageand Odzak.

“Wearehereto keep the peace according
totheDayton Accords” Lt. Cdl. JamesHickey,
commander of the2 Squadron, 3¢Armored
Cavary Regiment gationed at CampMcGovern,
said. Located near thecity of Brcko, Camp
McGovern ishometo about 900 soldierswho
patrol an areacf about 2,000-squaremiles.

“Thesoldiersaf this Squadron conduct
day and night presence patralsthrough the dities
inour areaof operations” Hickey said. The3¢
Armored Cavary Regiment isfrom Fort Carson,
Cdo., and by theend of September will have
completed six months of peacekegping dutiesin
Bosnia

“Peacekegping dutiesaredifferent from
what wehavebeen trained for,” Hickey said. “But,
these sol diers have accomplished their job and
they have been supported by members of the
Guard and Reserve. Without them, thisjobwould
have been very difficult.”

GETTING READY
On April 6, though, when the seven

membersof the102¥ arrived at Jackson Barracks,
Bosniawasdill avery long way.

Thesesaven areCapt. TheresaPleming,
Magter Sgt. John Sullivan, Sgt. Kevin Cowan, Sgit.
Robert Whitaker, Spec. Destiny Smith and Pfc.
JessicaRevdl.

They l€ft jobsand familiesand schoal for
thiscall. Femingand Whitaker weredl full-time
membersof theL ouisanaNationa Guard
dationed at Jackson Barracks Sullivan | eft hisjob
at TheDaily Advertiser in Lafayettewhile Cowan,
Smith and Revell werestudentsin LouiSana
universties

“| wasalittle pprehensve about leaving
everyonel knew,” Pleming said. Sheadded that
baingamember of theLouisanaNationa Guard,
sheknew that the possibility of being called up for
active duty was alwaysthere.

During Desert Shidd and Desart Storm,
Louisanaand Cdiforniahad thelargest number of
Guard troops cdlled to active duty.

After arriving at Jackson Barracks, they
underwent awhirlwind of adtivitiesthat induded
an dmaos endless sream of paperwork to
complete medical checks trainingdasseson
Bosniaand avariety of military skillssuch as
marksmanghip.

Thenext gepinther longjourney wasto
Fort Benning, Ga., for maretrainingonwhat to
expect in Basniaand how to conduct peacekesp-
ing operations Thisinduded a seriesof dasseson
landmines

“Landminesareaterriblelegacy of this
war,” Hickeysaid.

Hickey saidtherearenoaccuratefigures
astohow many landmineswereused during the
war, only that they were used by dl theSdes
fighting and wereplacedindiscriminatdy across
theland.

SnceJan. 1, 2000, therehavebeen 21
minestrikesin Bosniaresultingin 20 desths. Mogt
of thasekilled arechildren. Hickey saidthat in
June, twochildren werekilled whilepicking berries
when they sumbled intoaminefidd that noone
knew about.

At Fort Benning, themembersof the
Louisanaunit werejoined by theres of theunit,
which isgtationed in Misissppi. Theunit now
numbers 15 and thecommander, Mg. John Broan
of Missssppi, isnow leading the Guardsmen as
they continuether training.

Thetraining at Fort Benning wasdesigned
to give 0l diersgoing to Bosniaa chancetolearn
about the land, the country’s cusoms and
dangers, and it was packed into two weeks of
intendvetraining and even morepaperwork.

On April 19, though, thetraining cametoan
endandthemembersof the 102 MPAD, dong
with membersof the65" PressCamp, madeup of
soldiers from the Rhode Idand, Massachusetts
and Connecticut National Guard'sboarded a
charter flight for Europe.

After arriving a themilitary airportin

Frankfurt, thetwo unitswere shuttled acrossthe
baseto an empty hangar wherethey waited for Six
hoursfor thenext gepinther journey.

That sep began with aflight from Germany
toBasniaonboardaU.S. Air Force C-130.

THEFIRSTREAL SIGNS

* Good afternoon,” said thecrew chief of the
four-engineturboprop trangport. “Beforeweland
at EagleBasein Bosnia, wewill begin aseriesof
evadve maneuvers, 0 day strapped down and
don’'tmove”

Themaneuverswere, hetold everyonea
short timelater, in the event that someone opened
fireontheaircraft. Bosniaisconsdereda
hazardous duty zone by themilitary, so approach-
ing aircraft takeevery precaution to prevent
themsdvesfrom possbly becoming atarget.

They ared 30 equipped with flaredispens:
ersthat areadtivated in theevent amissleis
launched.

Anather 9gn of what the Guardsmen would
befacing came after crasing into Bosnian
argpace

Thecrew membersof theC-130 put on
flak jackets and took up podtionsaround the
aircraft watching the surrounding countryside

Their jobwastocal out if they saw tdl-
talepuffsof smokeand sreamersaf firefromthe
ground that would indicateamissilehad been fired
or someonewas shoating at theaircraft.

“Never had any problemsflying here” the
crew chief ssidwith asmile “But, it’ sbetter tobe
safethan sorry.”

Even ontheground, precautionsweren’t
rdaxed. Armored Humvesswith machinegunson
thetop scurried around thetarmac, guarding the
plane and the buses that werethereto pick up the
oldiers.

WELcomETO Bosnia

“Wedcometo Bosniaand EagleBase, grab
your bagsand follow me”

A tired looking sergeant with adipboard and
severd dviliansworking for Brown & Root soon
had the Guardsmen shuffling off the C-130, which
sat onthetarmacwithitsenginesrunningwaiting
for aload of soldiersand Guardsmen leaving for
Gamany.

TheU.S-headquartered firm of Brown &
Roat handles the maintenance and day-to-day
operations of the base camps operated by the
United Statesin Bosnia: EagleBase, Camp
Comanche, Camp Dabd and CampMcGovern. Alll
tdd, morethan 2,000 U.S. soldiersarecurrently on
duty in Bosnia.

Paperwork iscommon throughout themilitary
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and the 102" MPAD again faced anew mound of
formstofill out and then sorting out their duffle
bags that contained al their worldly possessons

After afew daysof morebrigfingsand
lecturesabout Basniaand SFOR, themembersof
the102¥weresplit up—with ateam goingtoeach
of the four bases scattered across the section of
Bosniacontrolled by the United States. Other
NATO forces, and a Russian paratroop brigade,
patral the other sectors of the country.

Duringthewar, dmog theentireinfragtructure
of Bosniawas destroyed. Rail linesand highways
wereheavily damaged and U.S. soldiersaccus-
tomed tofour-laneintergtatesfound narrow two-
laneroads d ogged with everything from huge
tractor-trailer truckstosmall carstohorse-drawn
wagons.

“Onedf the biggest thingswe sressis
safety,” Hickey said of theforcesat Camp
McGovern.

“Wedressto our driversthat the people
drivingover hereare toputit mildly, wild. They
will passour Humveesin curbs, they will pull out
infront of our vehidesand generdly operateina
manner that wearen't useto,” MoGovern
commented.

Hickey reminded them that they werea ways
soldierswhen they would go out on patrol with
loaded wesgpons, and that the patrolswere
conducted in armored Humveeswith crew-served
Wespons.

Thelandscapeof Bosniaisastrange mixture of
towering mountainsand valleysthat at first glance
look likefit to beon apostcard.

But adoser look revedsalandscape scarred
by yearsof wer.

Many buildingsin theditiesshow the effects
of artilleryfireor firefromamal aamsandmachine
guns. The scars make srange patterns acrossthe
buildings.

Adem Tepura, ajournais a RadioGradacacin
thedty of Gradacac, said that in oneday during
thewar, “ My gaff and | counted marethan 5,000
shdlshitting thedty. For two years, therewasn't a
dngleunbroken panedf glassin our dty.”

Gradacacisroughly theszeof Lafayette, La,
and was conddered adrategic target by dl the
ddesfightinginthiswar. Cagtle Gradacac, darted
by Roman legionsin thetimeof Chrig, and
completed by a Turkish sultan wastargeted during
thewar because of itsculturd sgnificance

“If they had destroyed the cadtleit would have
meant theend of part of our cultura heritage”
Tepurasaid. “1t would have been if someone
inveded your country and destroyed the Wash-
ington Monument or theLincoln Memorid.”

REFLECTIONS FROM L OUISIANASOLDIERS
Sationed at EagleBasenear thedity of Tuzla,

Capt. TheresaPlemingleft her hushand of less
than onevear to makethistrinto Bosnia.

“| fed privileged toserveherein Bosnia,”
Pleming said. “Our pressncemeansfresdom of
maovement to the people of Bosnia”

A desply rdigiouswoman, Pleming said she
fedsacartain satisfaction of being cdled a

e

“ | haveaso obsrved that theLord istruly
good because He has sent us (SFOR) to be
peacekegpers” Plemingsaid. “ Hisword tdlsus
Blessad arethe peacemakers for they will becalled
sonsof God. All praissand Honor bdong tothe
Lord because Heweatches over Bosnia. | fed
honored that my unit and my country have been
cdledtoparticdpae”

Livingin buildingscalled SEAHuts, (Southeest
Asdan Huts which aredesigned to beeadly
congructed and erected) and having lessroom to
call your ownthanasmal doset, Heming saidshe
misses some of the comforts of being back home.

“I have often reflected on the sacrificesthat |
madetocomehere whichindudeleavingmy
nemy-wed hushand and family, thelossof my
fresdom of movement,” shesaid, “thelossof
freedomtobeabletordax after work and put on
dvilian dothes and go have agood cup of coffee,
or thefredom of only working 40 hoursaweek
insead of 80 or morehoursaweek, or thefact of
working seven daysawesk.

“And | have conduded after this observetion
that it wasasmall sacrificeon my part todothisfor
agrester good,” Femingsaid.

Stationed at Camp Dobal, wherehehasbeen
workingwith the3¢ Squadron, 3¢Armored
Cavary Regiment, Sgt. Kevin Cowan said he, too,
has had timeto think about the miss on and what
he has|eft and what he has gained Sncebeing
deployed to Bosnia.

“I'veseen d| of theextremeswhilel havebeen
here | have played and laughed with thewonder-
ful children. I’ vebeeninaminefidd and arock-
throningriat,” Cowansaid.

Theriot hereferred to occurred when a
group of Bosnianswanted toreturn totheir prewar
homesand couldn’t. They took out their frustra:
tionsand anger onthe SFOR sdldiers.

“I’'vebeen on the patrasand I’ ve seen the
degtruction,” Cowan said. “| think the hardest
thing for meto undergand iswhy thereissomuch
hatred between these peoples Do they even
know why they hate each other so much?

“Luckily, thechildrenarether futureand
hopefully they will ssethe situation and makea
changefar the better.”

Cowan said after seeing thethingshe hasseen
over thepast several months, he seesthemisson
asbaing asuccessif for no other reason that the
fighting hasended because SFORishere

“With theNATO presencethrough the
Stahilization Forces, wearehdpingthat Stuation
et better,” Cowvansaid.

“I don’'t know how much longer NATO will be
here hitt | dobdievethat theiohthat wearedoina

isgoing to make Bosniaand Herzegovinaabetter
placefor everyone

“ Thisdeployment hasa so given methe
chanceto do things and see places | never would
have otherwise. | have met wonderful peopleand
deve oped friendshipsand rd ationshipsthat will
last alifetime, and havewonderful memoriesto
look back on oncewearethrough,” hesad. “l am
glad | volunteered to comeover here My lifehas
changed ... for thebetter.”

At Camp McGovern, Sullivan hasbeen
workingwith the2 Squadron, 3¢Armored
Cavdry Regiment.

A newspaper editor a TheDaily
Advertiser in Lafayette, Qullivan hasfound himsdf
going on patrals, working with membersof the
Bosnian mediaand having achancetomeet local
resdentsaswall.

“Itwasdl alittleconfusngat firg,” Sullivan
sad. “Being herehasgiven meachanceto sse
thingsand beapart of something that | fed isso
very important — bringing peaceto this country.
My partispretty smal in thegreat schemeof
things but | am very proudtobehere”

Sullivan said therearesomany imagesthat will
gayinhismemoryfromhistriptoBosnia

“I have seen thingsthat look likethey should
beon postcards” Sullivan said. “ And | haveseen
thingsthat no one should ever see | do bdieve
that anyoneever thinking about garting awar
should come hereand seewheat theresultsare
after the shoating has sopped.

“I have seen villagesthat weresmashed flat
during thewar and then five minutes up theroad
thereisavillagethat |ookslikenothing ever
happened. One of themany things you natice
about this country isthe graveyards— they arefull
and many of thetombstones carry datesfrom 1992
through1995.”

Thedeployment for the 102 and the 65"
shouldendin lateNovember.

“I have heard that thereare some peopleback
in the United Stateswho bdlievethat wedon't
bd ong here That weneed tojust comehome,”
Sullivansaid.

“I would challengethem to comeover here
and say that after sseingwhat | and the ather
membersaf thisunit have seen.

“Whilewearehere wearegiving thesepeople
timetorebuild and heal their woundsand maybe,
just maybe, givethemtimeto solvetheir problems
peacefully and not with guns and tanks”

Sullivan said on theday when the ordersfor
re-deploying back to the United States come
through, it will beaday greeted with mixed
emations

“I will be happy becauseit meansthat | begin
my journey home. | will besad becausel will be
saying goodbye to some of the best people | have
eve metinmylife” Sullivansaid. “1 amredlynot
surehow | will react when that day comes—but |
amlookinaforward tothedavwhen | acohome”



