STATE OF LOUISIANA

Military Department

CHECKLIST FOR ISSUANCE OF ARREST WARRANT

1.  _____
Request for Arrest Warrant.

2.  _____
Properly completed DD Form 458 Charge Sheet.

3.  _____
Properly completed Arrest Warrant.

4.  _____
Written Order to Report.

5.  _____
MACOM SJA Endorsement

NOTES

A.  Warrants may only be issued to secure the presence of the accused.  Arrest cannot be used as punishment.

B.  Regarding AWOL’s, warrants may only be issued if the soldier has been absent for five MUTA’s over two consecutive drills.  If a soldier is AWOL one drill but reports at the next drill, arrest is not needed to secure the presence of that soldier.  Similarly, if the soldier is AWOL six consecutive drill weekends and reports to the seventh drill, the unit should read that soldier his DD Form 458 Charge Sheet and take the necessary action the commander deems appropriate under the LCMJ at that time.  It cannot issue an arrest warrant after the soldier has reported, unless the soldier is again absent for five consecutive MUTA’s over two drill weekends.

C.  Arrest Warrants cannot authorize detention for more than eight (8) hours unless specifically approved by the State Judge Advocate upon a showing of just cause for such detention time.

D.  Some common mistakes include such simple omissions as the arrestee’s physical description and the use of inappropriate arrest warrant forms used for AWOL from Annual Training (which occasionally, depending on the circumstances permit much longer detention) instead of AWOL from drill.

