     RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION (RTB) WELCOME LETTER

  1.  ON BEHALF OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, MG BENNETT C. LANDRENEAU, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR DECISION TO JOIN THE LOUISIANA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD AND WELCOME YOU TO OUR ORGANIZATION. THE LOUISIANA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD HAS A PROUD HERITAGE BASED ON SERVICE TO COUNTRY AND STATE. NOW YOU CAN BE PART OF THAT RICH TRADITION.

 2.  YOU HAVE A NUMBER OF CHALLENGES FACING YOU PRIOR TO BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER OF YOUR UNIT.  FIRST AND FOREMOST, YOU MUST SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE BASIC TRAINING AND ADVANCED INDIVIDUAL TRAINING (AIT) AT AN ACTIVE COMPONENT LOCATION WHILE THESE TWO EVENTS CAN BE SOMEWHAT STRESSFUL, WE HAVE DEVISED A TRAINING PROGRAM FOR NEW RECRUITS DESIGNED TO BETTER PREPARE YOU FOR SUCCESS.

 3.  WHILE YOU ARE WAITING TO REPORT TO EITHER BASIC TRAINING OR AIT, YOU WILL BE TEMPORARILY ASSIGNED TO THE NEW RECRUIT TRAINING CO (RTB).  ALTHOUGH THE TIME BETWEEN ENLISTMENT AND ACTUAL SHIP DATE VARIES WIDELY, MOST RECRUITS LEAVE FOR TRAINING THREE TO FIVE MONTHS AFTER JOINING.  AT THE RTB YOU'LL SPEND ONE WEEKEND A MONTH TRAINING ON SUBJECTS YOU'LL SEE LATER AT BASIC TRAINING AND AIT.

 4.  IF YOU HAVE BEEN ISSUED UNIFORMS, WEAR YOUR BDU'S AND BOOTS.  IF WEATHER DICTATES AND YOU HAVE ONE, BRING YOUR FIELD JACKET.  DON'T WORRY IF HAVEN'T RECEIVED YOUR INITIAL ISSUE OF CLOTHING, JUST WEAR APPROPRIATE CIVILIAN ATTIRE BLUE JEANS AND TENNIS SHOES ARE FINE. MAKE SURE YOU BRING A CHANGE OF CLOTHES SINCE YOU WILL BE STAYING OVERNIGHT AT THE ARMORY.  ALSO, DON'T FORGET TO BRING A SMALL OVERNIGHT BAG TO HOLD YOUR TOILETRIES AND A BATH TOWEL.  MEALS WILL BE PROVIDED.  EXPECT TO BE RELEASED FROM TRAINING AT ABOUT 2:00 PM ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON.

 5.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO THE RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION, FEEL FREE TO CALL THE RTB COORDINATORS:  SSG BRILEY AT   1-318-641-5404 /5405 /5406 or Camp Cook at 1-800-665-4132. 
 6.  AGAIN, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR DECISION TO JOIN US AND LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU.

           //SIGNED//

                         

    JOHN D. KLING III
                           

    CSM, LAARNG

                           

    Army Guard Sergeant Major
RTB COMPANY ADDRESSESS:

 CO A, 1/156TH AR, 400 E STONER AVE, SHREVEPORT, LA 71101

 CO B, CO C 527TH ENG BN, 1051 INDUSTRIAL DR, MONROE, LA 71203

 CO C, 199TH LDR REGT, 6030 MONROE HWY, PINEVILLE, LA 71360

 CO D, (NO LONGER EXIST)

 CO E, DERIDDER
 CO F, 256TH INF BDE, 1806 SURREY ST, LAFAYETTE, LA 70508

 CO G, CO A 769TH ENG BN, 2900 S. MAGNOLIA, BAKER, LA 70807

 CO H, CO C 205TH ENG BN, 34845 GRANTHAM COLLEGE DR, SLIDELL, LA  70760                                                                     

 CO I, BLDG 101, JACKSON BARRACKS, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70146

PACKING LIST RTB:

 BDU'S (WORN)

 BOOTS COMBAT (WORN)

 BELT BLACK (WORN)

 CAP-BDU (WORN)

 BROWN T-SHIRT (2-1 WORN)

 BLACK SOCKS (2-1 WORN)

 FIELD JACKET/GORTEX -1

 GLOVES BLACK (ONE PAIR)

  COLD WEATHER PT CLOTHES (ONE SET)

 HOT WEATHER PT CLOTHES (NO SHORT SHORTS)

 SPANDEX (OPTIONAL BLACK/GREY)

 WHITE SOCKS (2 PAIR)

 RUNNING SHOES (1 PAIR)

 UNDER GARMENTS (4 PAIR)

 BRA (FEMALE 2)

 BATH TOWELS (2)

 WASH CLOTHS (2)

 LAUNDRY BAG (1)

 TOOTHBRUSH/PASTE

 BRUSH/COMB

 SHAMPOO/CONDITIONER

 DEORDORANT

 RAZOR & SHAVING CREAM/MAGIC SHAVE

 BARRETTES/HAIRTIES (BLACK OR MATCH HAIR COLOR)

 PEN

 SMALL NOTEBOOK

 WHAT NOT TO BRING:

 WEAPONS (KNIVES/GUNS, ETC)

 RADIO/TELEVISION

 PAGER/CELL PHONES

 JEWELRY (AUTHORIZED WATCH AND ONE RING)

