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Let me spend a few moments 
welcoming those of you who just 
arrived from Germany.  Many 
challenges lie ahead as we move 
forward with our assigned engi-
neer missions.  Some of which 
are improving perimeter security 
by installing HESCOs; hauling 
and spreading gravel to cut down 
on the amount of dust that is 
blown around; or bettering the 
living conditions for many of the 
base-camps here on post. 
 
Whatever our tasks are or will be 
in the future, I want each of you 
to take pride in the work you do.  
Your accomplishments in the suc-
cessful completion of each of the 
missions reflect highly upon the 

professionalism and competence 
of the 769th Engineer Battalion. 
 
Many of you have been winteriz-
ing the tents by installing 
wooden walls and doors.  You 
have taken the initiative to im-
prove living conditions and that 
is the kind of spirit, drive and te-
nacity that I and CSM Serio are 
looking for and expect.   
 
This week, we completed the in-
stallation of two ice machines 
which should be able to provide 
up to several hundred pounds of 
ice per day.   
 
Also, a second shower facility 
was installed.  It was partitioned 

to allow the female soldiers 24 
hour access.  So no more waiting 
in line.  Still be frugal in water 
usage.  Combat showering is still 
in effect. 
 
TiGators continue to lead the 
way.   Make me proud. 
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SGT Jacob Witte Places Third in Labor Day Run 
 
In addition to performing his duty as NCOIC of the MCAP operations, 
SGT Witte spends his spare time running along dusty Disney Drive.  
SGT Witte put the 769th on the map in Bagram by coming in 3rd overall 
in the first annual Bagram Airfield Labor Day run. The run was 5.9 miles 
around the Airfield. 
 
Congratulations goes out to SGT Witte and the others who participated 
in this event, 769th is proud to call you one of our own.  

TIGATOR BATTALION 

Soldiers of the 769th Engineer Battalion: 
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Let me also welcome the re-
maining members of Alpha 
Company and HSC to Camp 
Cajun.  It was a long hard 
travel for some, but now that 
we are all here, let’s talk shop. 
 
I want to ask everyone to make 
a commitment to not only 
themselves, but also to the 
769th Battalion.  We need to 
commit to and maintain high 
standards of conduct, appear-
ance and military bearing. 
 
It is everyone’s responsibility 
to act as professional soldiers.  We have a few base 
rules to follow and some of us have not taken them 
seriously. 

MP’s have issued tickets for dif-
ferent violations that include 
speeding, not wearing seatbelts 
and driving in PT uniforms.   
 
Base policy allows us a liberal 
PT uniform:  either the brown T-
shirt or the gray PT shirt with 
black or gray shorts; tennis shoes 
or boots with black or white 
socks.  Civilian shorts are not 
allowed at any time even in the 
base camp area.  Your shirt tail 
must be tucked in when outside 
of your tent. 
 

These are all things that can be easily corrected if I 
have your cooperation.  I can count on you to 
make the necessary corrections. 

SOLDIER PROFILE 
 
Each week, this newsletter would like to recognize 
an exceptional soldier or group of soldiers for his or 
her commitment and positive work ethic.  Please 
send recommendations to 1LT Townley and the 
reasons why you think a particular soldier(s) should 
be recognized. 
 
This week, the newsletter crew chose the medic 
section. This is a very special group of soldiers.  
Their job is to perform  sick call duties for Camp 
Cajun soldiers such as; insect bites, dehydration, 
and head aches. They are our first line of defense 
when it comes to preventive medicine.  One of the 
many jobs the medics do are daily tests of our water 
supply to ensure it meets rigorous quality standards.  
They also ensure the safety of all 769th soldiers on 
project sites.   
 
Thank you for doing such a wonderful job.  

Medics Section: 
Top - SGT Christmas, CPL Dedon, SPC Bushey  
Bottom - SPC Martin, SPC Hart, SPC Delahaye  

Medic Section 

CSM James Serio 

TIGATOR BATTALION 

A few words from CSM Serio...  
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                                            Chaplain’s Corner 
9-1-1 used to be the number you called if you had an emergency; but now it’s come to mean so much more.  
It’s difficult to remember our lives before that fateful day last year when terrorism struck our nation. 
Who would guess that a year later we’d find ourselves in Afghanistan?  Yet here we are – Louisiana Guard 
soldiers, rebuilding an old Soviet Air Base! 
 
Sacrifice isn’t a word you hear much anymore.  In the evenings, I’ve been reading David McCullough’s 
bestselling biography of John Adams.  This patriot liked nothing better than working his farm, enjoying his 
family, and practicing law in Braintree, Massachusetts.  Then came the battles of Lexington and Concord, 

and he learned that freedom isn’t free as he helped lead the young nation in the Revolutionary War.  For example, he could 
only stand by helplessly as a small pox epidemic threatened his family while he was off in Philadelphia helping write the Dec-
laration of Independence. 
 
We too are learning that freedom isn’t free, but must be paid for by sacrifices of separation, hardship, 
and disruption.  Then as now, war isn’t won by “sunshine patriots,” but by those who set aside their 
personal lives for the long haul.  
 
Thanks for all you’re doing.  Keep up the good work.  Freedom isn’t free!  
God bless you, and have a good day! 
Chaplain Sanders    

Camp Cajun Weather Forecast  
Friday:     90/50  Sunny/Dusty 
Saturday: 90/50  Sunny/Dusty 
Sunday:   90/50  Sunny/Dusty 
Monday:  90/50  Sunny/Dusty 

Doza’ Momma’s 
The MCAP, an armored dozer, performs one of the steps to ensure the safety of an area 
prior to being occupied.    SPC Jennifer Dunn and SPC Michelle Harrison are a part of 
the MCAP team.  There is one unique difference in these two team members, they are 
the first two females from the 769th to ever participate in this sort of operation. Each 
team is made up of several members: NCOIC, operator,  spotter, and two ground guides.   
 
I would like to thank everyone that is on the MCAP for staying mo tivated and working 
long hours.  You are a credit to our battalion.  
 

TIGATOR BATTALION 

No More Long Walks to the Motor Pool 
The area located to the rear of Camp Cajun is being cleared 
of debris and will soon be the new location of the 769th mo-
tor pool.  Alpha Company has been tasked with the mission 
of emplacing seven foot tall HESCO Baskins around the pe-
rimeter.  Not only will the barriers provide protection for the 
motor pool, they will also improve security for Camp Cajun.  
New guard towers will also be constructed, so look for these 
improvements to continue. 
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Question of the Week 
Just like when Kennedy was assassi-
nated, or the challenger blew up, every-
one remembers what they were doing on 
9-11. What were you doing? 
Submit answers to 1LT Townley  

WORDS FROM THE TOP 
I would like to thank my soldiers for all of their hard work and 
dedication.  We are making our presence known here at  
Bagram. Let’s keep our spirits up and look forward to a timely 
departure.  
 
Go Gators! 
 
-1SG Lynch 

What do you miss most about being home, that you 
never thought you would miss? 
 
“My washing machine” SGT Morris 
 
“My job.” SFC Pecoraro 
 
“Water out of the tap.” SGT Witte 
 
“The way the grass smells after being cut on a Saturday 
morning.” CPL Corona  
 
“Walking to the john in the middle of the night without 
having to put your shower shoes on.” SGT Prince 
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SFC Stewart Hard at Work 
SFC Stewart has been tasked with opening the dining facility located at the 
northern end of the Airfield.  This has been a long awaited arrival for some.   
 
The new DFAC will support  soldiers north of Echo Way.  We will con-
tinue to dine at the South DFAC located in Viper City.  Improvements are 
also being made at the south dining facility. 

CSM England Distributes Coins to Mechanics 
People see completed projects and say the 769th does an awesome job. However, there 
is a lot that goes on in the background. The mechanics work long hours, and in some 
cases, into the wee hours of the night, in order to ensure the equipment will be ready 
for the next day.  These soldiers were able to accomplish an astonishing feat. They dis-
assembled an MCAP and reinstalled the MCAP components onto another D7 dozer in 
less than 24 hours.  It may not seem like a difficult task to those that don’t hang around 
the motor pool, but for those that do, wow.  CSM England is seen here distributing 
coins to a few of the mechanics who were willing to give their all, until the mission 
was complete. Congratulations.  
Pictured left to right: CPL Humphries, SGT Morris, CSM England, SPC Faul, SFC 
Desselle, CSM Serio  
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SGT Mays at it Again 
 
There is a definite need for a welder in Bagram. Sgt 
Ted Mays has done everything from building gates to 
putting together barbeque pits for troops. Sgt Mays is 
seen here welding one of six gates that are being used 
for a compound located off Bagram Airfield. Sgt Mays 
is definitely a necessity to the 769th in this deploy-
ment.   

TIGATOR BATTALION 

What’s Up in Kandahar ? 
769th is being put on the map in more places than 
just Bagram.  Charlie Company has been staying 
busy in Kandahar performing vertical and hori-
zontal construction projects. Charlie Company 
2nd General Construction Platoon is seen here 
constructing the Logistical Task Force Building.  

BRAGGIN’ BOARD 
 
Congratulations goes out to Timothy Mize on the birth of his new little bundle of 
joy.  Daniel Walker Mize was born at 11:08 AM, August 13, 2002. He weighed 6 lbs. 
14 ozs., length 19 inches. 
 
Happy Birthday CPT Perkins from all of your HSC soldiers. 
 
Special thanks to SPC Primas for your long dedication to the 769th. You’ll be 
missed. 
 
DS Maintenance soldier of the month is SPC Kirk Hasselbeck . Thank you for your 
hard work and dedication to the platoon. 
 
If you have someone you would like to congratulate or thank. Please submit requests 
to 1LT Townley. 
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Bulletin Board 

CPT Sheldon Perkins SGT Prince spots the MCAP 

On your mark, get set, go! Bravo SOD MSG Scott, SFC Vecillio, SFC Conner 

Morning in Bagram Front Gate 

                1LT Pazzaglia  SPC Joshua Johnson 

TIGATOR BATTALION 
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Post Alert Practice One  
 
How did we do? It may seem like a medial task to some, but the 
769th faired well in comparison to Active Duty components.  
The end result was to get 100% accountability for the entire unit 
which consists of 250 soldiers. This may seem like an easy task 
to some; however the alert occurred during the work day and sol-
diers were scattered on different projects and had to report ac-
countability back to the TOC in order for them to send the infor-
mation forward to post head quarters.   

Written & Published by: 
1LT Townley 
SSG Thompson 
Photos by : 1LT Townley 
& SPC Haines  
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If you have anything  you would like pub-
lished in the newsletter please submit to 1LT 
Townley. 

769th Assists in Recovery of Local Afghan 
Bagram Airfield has a lot of different units doing differ-
ent jobs. However a job description doesn’t always end 
where one might think.   
 
A group of 769th soldiers, SFC Steve Choat, SFC James 
Pecoraro, SGT Ben Morris, SGT John Thompson as-
sisted the Air Force PJ’s (para -rescue jumper) in the re -
covery of a local Afghan who fell down into a sixty foot 
well.  

Alpha Company has Finally Arrived 
After a long awaited arrival the remaining soldiers of 
Alpha Company has arrived to Camp Cajun.  Along 
with their expertise they have brought lots of engineer 
equipment  needed to complete the assigned missions 
performed daily around Bagram Airfield.   

You Call, We Haul 
Yes, you didn’t misread that statement.  HSC’s Equip-
ment platoon is staying busy doing everything from haul-
ing dirt to relocating tents.   Three tent frames needed to 
be moved from Dragon City to Viper City.     
 
Shown on the right:  an M916 prime mover hauls a tent 
frame on a lowboy trailer 


